The Beja Tribes of the Red Sea Hinterland
a million pounds sterling in revenue to the Government
since the reoccupation, a semi-mercantile, senii-sheikhly
Municipal body of Beja notables was appointed which
has had an astonishing success both judicially and adminis-
tratively. These courts and councils have shown that the
Beja tribes can, oh demand, throw up individual leaders>
whose force of personality can impose on the mass of
tribesmen an enlightened policy, whether relating to
tribal justice, economics, health or education.
An increasing number of Beja are bilingual, i.e., speak
Arabic as well as Beidawi or Khasa, and the growth of
tribal schools is slowly raising the co-efficient of intelligence,
besides providing a reservoir of literate youths for tech-
nicians, clerks, dispensers, agriculturalists, etc.
The economics of the Beja are necessarily tied to factors
of geography and rainfall. The latter ranges from 2 inches
in the arid north to 13 inches at Kassala. Consequently,
in the barren foothills and plains of the Atbai, grazing is
sparse and cultivation a gamble. The shortage of grass
limits stock to tree-grazing camels and goats. Gramini-
vorous sheep and cattle cannot survive far north of Lat.
19°. The Atbai Bisharin, who total about 11,000, have
to sell large numbers of camels in the Egyptian markets
to buy their grain, of which in good years they only grow
3/5th of their requirements. Charcoal, tanning, and labour
at the gold-mines bring in perhaps £2,000 annually.
The majority of the tribe live a hand-to-mouth life and
are perpetually under-nourished, but they are a hardy race
of attractive appearance and philosophic mind.
The Atbara Bisharin, living an easier life on a river bank,
are better fed and more sophisticated. They number
about 4,500.
The Amarar have a more compact area of under 10,000
square miles, one-fifth of the vast Bisharin country, but
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